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Clork Wolf is @ Hew York City—bosed

focd ond restourant consalront halkbent
an designing Rotware peaple will like
and disheenre thots moee about the chel
and iz or her food thaon the arfist who
crafted it. He is propriatar of Clark Wolf

Company (clorkwalfcompany.com)

| Hate Design Waste

Howw's this? Giroovy leunge leads w seainless, suspended
staircase, down, down ineo what j5 actually called the
mat room, li's an "\!1||\{'|| hrick=w r.||:-p;:;|. space with
underlic warer Rowing around the perimeter. Your friend
puts her purse down to pick up a menu. Four hundred
dallars worth of Prada ||.|||d'|1.t;; takes g header into the
dnnk and floats off into the distance, cell phone, credin
cards, amd all. How was the food? Whe canes,
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thing design-related in the world of cating and drinking
are more important and, just possibly, more powerful
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sophisticated and demanding public, When someone
grals & mew locanion in, say, France, they refurbish a bie,
fix the bathroom tle., and unlock the fraent door. Here
we tend e gur the place and spend millions—so it had
bemer be right

Keal sophistication can often mean less bur dedfer

design, Bt e alwavs means o successful vse of space. [s

every seat 3 good one? Can the staff actually make i
through the rom? s an unfortunace pare of the kitchen

exposed every nme the door swangs open? Can vour

purse escape’

Flashy design, like press coverage or o well-known
chef, is no more (o4 less!) than an opportunity o grab
11L'|Ip||,' I'\ atfentun JI:H’ 1i|.'| ] b Créage a I1iL'IIIIIIJIFIL' xR
ence, You, and the room, have o deliver something that
willl bring them back for mare, not send them screams-

g imeo the |1::.¢I|I.

Diesign waste | hate:

= Weird knives that fall off the |'l|-.|11:

*  Tubles at the wrong height for the chairanguerte/
stool oneo which you're plopped

= S0 many hard surfaces thar vou can't hear vourself think

& Aut so powerful it defines the room OF vou don'e like
it, vou can't go there)

*  Alenu holders that weigh more than [ do

= Monfunctional bathroom sinks and other fixtures
ithey e .||::||-.i|:'_: the Brst nme b I!|:|;'5. wsamlly don's
wirrk, and 1 hate watching someone washing ther
hands ar the urinalp

#  Places that don't look like restanrants from the
ourside

= A joint o overdesigned that §eel like I'm paving for
it with every bite

*  Have | mensioned moars?
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= Lighting that makes me look
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*  Design | can examine if | wanr,
orf just feel, withour effore
s Glowing mows of booze

*  {omforable chairs
Acsolid handiul of Harware

& (ilassware thar feels elassic

®=  Amusing scecssones dthat can be
aftordably replaced because they
ik i!i\.ll"[.'ﬂ.'.if out the door)

= Pure cotton

Materials that age well with

ACTIVE use

Then there's all that graphics
stuff. You'd think with a brave new
wirrkd of software (and plenty of our-
of-work. computer geeks), people
wauld just reviel in strong ||,'II1|1i.I|I.'\
of poud ConSTruCTion, Cresiing menus
WO can II.':I1’ :IJ!LI IS TS W Can 'l11.'.|]
tcan you believe people pay money
o print menus wichout a restaurant
name and a |'l||lr|'|c number? ). Mow
that logoed ashoravs are nearly ex-
pmct (and who really wani= @ match=
book filled with roothpicks?y, other
touches (give me o great pressed
piper ciodste i1 are crucial=—and fun.

Finally, uwltimarely, and in the
beginning, there is the food wself.
We seem to be nearky recovered from
whar scemed like a Viagra-nduoced
erection of food, sliced and fanned
and sillily scagrered on the plae.
Most naturally presented meals, are
really guite beaunful and deeply
appealing. Which is whae this design
discossion 1% all about, A hieele visual
stimulation, a pinch of emotional
resonance, and a |,1|.|Il.' of satsfving
foesd i @ place I'd like o st

Mind you, I'm happy to smale ar
the eccasional umbrella in the occa-

siomal (OK, regular) funny dink. “&



